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PROGRAM
DAY 1 - THURSDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2012
TIME EVENT LOCATION
8.30 - 9.00 am REGISTRATION Foyer, Ocean Room, iC Central
9.00 – 10.40 am WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
Official welcome (includes Welcome to Country) 
Keynote speaker
The Hon Mr Barry O’Farrell MP, Premier of New South Wales
The Hon Gregory Pearce, Minister for Financial Services and Minister for 
the Illawarra
The Hon Stephen Conroy, Minister for Broadband, Communications and 
the Digital Economy
Ocean Room, iC Central
10.40 – 11.00 am MORNING TEA Ocean Room, iC Central
  
The University of Wollongong and Regional Development Australia Illawarra 
are proud to present:
 
4TH ANNUAL REGIONAL LEADERS SUMMIT
CULTURE OF INNOVATION  
8 - 9 November 2012  
Innovation Campus, University of Wollongong  
www.uow.edu.au/research/illawarrafutures OR www.rdaillawarra.com.au
REGISTRATION PACKAGES START AT $165 PER DAY TO $300 FOR 2 DAYS
DAY 1 - THURSDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2012
TIME EVENT LOCATION
11.00 - 12.30 pm PARALLEL SESSIONS 
PARALLEL SESSION 1: The Art of Innovation
The Art of Transformation brings together artists, creative professionals, and 
academics, to address the essential role undertaken by artists, arts profession-
als and organisations as a key driver for innovation and change. Discussion will 
consider how the intrinsic value of the arts and their transformative impact on 
individuals and communities, understood in conjunction with the ability of artists 
and art workers to see, think and make outside the box, is enhanced by a range of 
multiplier effects.   Contributions such as improved social wellbeing, more liveable 
cities, cultural tourism, and the creative industries’ significant contribution to GDP, 
make the arts fundamental to the future of our cities, our region and our country.  
Speakers
Professor Amanda Lawson - UOW, session chair
Professor Sarah Miller - UOW 
Wesley Enoch - Queensland Theatre Company 
Fiona Winning - Sydney Festival 
Jeremy Wilshire - Destination Wollongong  
PARALLEL SESSION 2: Innovation and the Digital Future 
Innovation and the Digital Future will discuss how changes in information 
and communications technology can and are benefitting businesses and 
the general community in the Illawarra.  We will also talk about a number 
of initiatives to support the development of innovation and hear from a 
number of local businesses about how they are using digital technology 
and the local ecosystem to create innovative new services and reach 
global markets.
Creating a Supportive Environment for Innovation
Elizabeth Eastland - UOW, session chair
Carol McGowan - UOW
Garry Pinch - Accounting Professionals
Geof Heydon - CSIRO
NBN and the Illawarra
Professor Andrew Bonney -UOW
Shawn Burns - UOW
Associate Professor Daniel Saffioti - UOW
Technology as Innovation Drivers - Stories of Local Companies
Glenn Farrant - Critical Arc
Karen Pouye - Just Show Me
Kellie Ryan - Boorangle
Professor Leon Kane – Maguire 
Theatre, AIIM
Ocean Room, iC Central
12.30 - 1.30 pm NETWORKING LUNCH
 
iC Terrace, iC Central
12:45 - 1:30pm OPTIONAL RDAF INFORMATION SESSION Ocean Room, iC Central
1.35 - 3.10 pm PARALLEL SESSIONS
PARALLEL SESSION 3: Building Competitive Advantage from  
Innovation - A Systematic Approach (Sponsored by Enterprise Connect)
Businesses and organisations can profit greatly from building Systematic 
Innovation Capability. Professor Samson will describe the practical and 
powerful ideas of systematic innovation capability, deduced from practi-
cal case study research of a dozen Australian companies with advanced 
capabilities. Participants will then be able to assess their organisation’s 
strengths and weaknesses, using these ideas as a diagnostic framework. 
This can then be used as the basis of a plan to build competitive advan-
tage, based on innovation. 
Speaker 
Professor Danny Samson, University of Melbourne
PARALLEL SESSION 4: A culture of tourism innovation: thinking 
outside the box
What draws people to the Illawarra and what is the Illawarra known for? 
How could we rethink tourism outside the box? This session will ask 
these questions, hear from the latest research and provide some surpris-
ing results. Listen to experts in the field as well as ask questions in a 
panel discussion! 
Speakers 
Professor Chris Gibson - UOW, session chair
Karl Kinsella – MS Australia 
Roger Summerill - RDAI Theme Chair
Matt Davidson - Destination Wollongong
Dr Andrew Warren - UOW 
Rod Cork - Illawarra Folk Festival
Ocean Room, iC Central
Professor Leon Kane – Maguire 
Theatre, AIIM
3.15 - 3.30 pm AFTERNOON TEA Ocean Room, iC Central
3.30 - 5.00 pm CULTURE & INNOVATION 
Speakers
Associate Professor Cheryl Kernot, Director of Social Business, Centre for 
Social Impact, University of NSW - “Social Impact - Measures & Promo-
tion. The link between Corporate Social Responsibility and social benefit”. 
Professor John Martin, Director, Centre for Sustainable Regional  
Communities - “Culture and the Process of Innovation: Lessons from 
Australian and Canadian Communities”. 
Ocean Room, iC Central
5.00 - 6.30 pm NETWORKING DRINKS iC Terrace, iC Central
 
TIME EVENT LOCATION
DAY 1 - THURSDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2012
DAY 2 - FRIDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2012
TIME EVENT LOCATION
7.00 - 9.00 am GREEN JOBS ILLAWARRA SUMMIT BREAKFAST
Keynote Speakers 
Jillian Broadbent AO, Chancellor , University of Wollongong and Chair, 
Clean Energy Finance Corporation (CEFC). 
“A Clean Energy Future - Illawarra region” 
Jillian will discuss the objectives of the CEFC and how they relate to a 
region such as the Illawarra, to overcome capital market barriers that 
hinder the financing, commercialisation and deployment of renewable 
energy, energy efficiency and low emissions technologies.
Dr Marc Newson, Clean Technologies Supplier Advocate
Dr Newson will discuss how Australian businesses capitalise on the grow-
ing demand for clean technologies and the high-wage, high-skill jobs they 
support. He will also showcase the Clean technologies Industry Capability 
Teams that help companies work together to tackle opportunities and 
grow the capabilities of the Australian clean technologies sector. 
Stephanie Thornton, CEO - Ocean Energy Industry Australia 
Richard Morris, Commercial Director - European Marine Energy Centre 
Tristram Travers - Enterprise Connect
“The Ocean Energy sector, Opportunities for Australia”
Ocean Room, iC Central
9.15 - 12.15 pm INFRASTRUCTURE OPTIONS AND PRIORITIES 
Tania Brown, COO, SMART Infrastructure Facility, UOW, will present on 
“The Illawarra Leads the Way on Applied Infrastructure Research”
Professor Pascal Perez, SMART Infrastructure Facility, UOW.
“An Integrated Solution for Local Governance of Infrastructure Services”
This session will include the official launch of the SMART Infrastructure 
Dashboard, an online and fully interactive portal supported by Sydney 
Water, Endeavour Energy, Thiess Services and the NSW Office of Environ-
ment and Heritage.
Ocean Room, iC Central
10:15 - 10.30 am MORNING TEA Ocean Room, iC Central
10:30 - 12.15 pm Regional Infrastructure Priorities 
Find out what the infrastructure needs are for the region from a com-
munity perspective and participate in a panel discussion to hear what the 
infrastructure priorities are from different sectors of the community and 
why. Results will feed into a report to Government. 
  
Panel members include:  
Arthur Rorris, Secretary - South Coast Labour Council;  
Mike Leask, CEO - Illawarra Business Chamber,  
Community - TBA, ,  
Government - TBA.
Facilitator: Warwick Shanks - RDAI
Ocean Room, iC Central
12.15 - 1.15 pm LUNCH
Keynote speaker  
Innes Willox – CEO, Ai Group
‘Manufacturing in the 21st Century – Are we still the Clever Country?’
Ocean Room, iC Central
1.15 - 2.30 pm MAYORS OF THE REGION
Hear from the Mayors on what innovation means to them and their 
region, and their aspirations for the future. There will also be a panel 
discussion including a Q&A session.
Speakers  
Councillor Gordon Bradbery OAM, Lord Mayor of Wollongong 
Councillor Brian Petschler, Mayor of Kiama
Councillor John Murray, Shellharbour City Council
Facilitated by: Greg Ellis - Illawarra Mercury
Ocean Room, iC Central
TIME EVENT LOCATION
2.35 - 4.00 pm PARALLEL SESSIONS
PARALLEL SESSION 5: Retrofitting and Renewal of our Built  
Environment  
Buildings, and our use of them, are major sources of greenhouse emis-
sions and other negative environmental impacts. However, they also 
represent a significant opportunity for businesses and society to benefit 
from the retrofitting and improvement of existing buildings, and from the 
design and construction of exemplary high-performance new buildings. 
This session will explore some of the exciting initiatives and resources 
available in the Illawarra region and touch on some challenges that need 
to be addressed.
Speakers 
Professor Paul Cooper- UOW, Session Chair
Arthur Rorris - RDAI, Theme Chair
Deborah Petkovic - Wollongong City Council
Carmelo San Gil – Building IQ
Peter Masterson – AusIndustry
Facilitator: David Laing – Property Council of Australia
PARALLEL SESSION 6: Education, Skills Development & Social 
Engagement
In this session, researchers from the Interdisciplinary Educational 
Research Institute at UOW will speak about innovative research being 
done in the area of workplace learning, social engagement, literacy, social 
inclusion, adult and vocational education, technology and making work-
places healthier work environments. The Workforce Development Agency 
will also be presenting on their Workforce Development Fund which could 
assist your business in receiving funds to upskill your staff.” 
Speakers 
Professor Tony Okely, session chair 
Leanne Taylor - Theme Chair, RDAI
A/Professor Garry Hoban – UOW
Dr Sarah O’Shea - UOW
A/Professor Valarie Harwood- UOW
Sue Beitz - National Workforce Development Fund
Dr Andrew Sense - UOW
Bruce Thomson - UOW
Session includes afternoon tea. 
Professor Leon Kane – Maguire 
Theatre, AIIM
Ocean Room, iC Central
4.00 - 5.00 pm LISTENING TO THE REGION
Speaker  
Iain Walker, Executive Director, newdemocracy Foundation
Georgina Innwood, City of Canada Bay
‘Not the Usual Suspects - Hearing from the Community, not just those 
acting in their name.’
Wrap up of the two-day conference and closing remarks. 
Ocean Room, iC Central
DAY 2 - FRIDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2012
